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Q1. Do you think Fielding attempts to correct distortions in human behavior through the moral view 
point of Tom Jones? 
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Q2. Examine the various narrative techniques in Wuthering Heights critically.  
Ans. 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 
Q3. What is your understanding of the Pip – Estella relationship in the Great Expectations? Illustrate 
with examples.  
Ans. Pip’s love for the cold-hearted beauty Estella is one of the main themes of Dickens’ Great 
Expectations and Pip’s main motivation for becoming a gentleman. Throughout the novel Estella seems 
ever present even when she is miles away. His expectations and aspirations are all linked in some way to 
his desire for her. 
Pip’s obsession with Estella is somewhat confusing for today’s readers, since this relationship is clearly 
one-sided and “[…] against reason, […] against peace, against hope, against happiness, against all 
discouragement that could be.”[1] (S. 229) 
In his essay I will describe the nature of their relationship. It is going to analyse what it is that attracts Pip 
to Estella. This means we are going to discuss if Pip’s feelings towards Estella are, at all, of a romantic 
nature, or if there are other forced at work. 
In Great Expectations, Mr. Jaggers advises Pip, "Take nothing on appearances."  Certainly, the Pip-Estella 
relationship is an example of the Appearances vs. Reality  theme that prevails thoughout Charles 
Dickens's classic novel. 
From the first meeting of Pip with Estella, Pip falls victim to believing in appearances.  The beautiful, 
haughty girl whose name means "star" is elevated in Pip's esteem simply because she lives with the rich 
Miss Havisham and is dressed in lovely clothes and speaks in a deprecating way to him, calling him 
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"common."  Immediately, because this vision of superior loveliness who speaks properly has termed him 
"common," Pip experiences a humiliation.  But, despite her cruel ways, Pip falls hopelessly in love with 
the beautiful Estella, perhaps even because she is unattainable.  He perpetuates his delusions by hoping 
that if he becomes a gentleman, Estella will accept him as an equal and requite his love. 
Of course, the truth is that from the beginning, Pip's birth has more legitimacy than that of Estella's.  For, 
his parents were married and, albeit poor, they were certainly not criminals as are the parents of Estella, 
whose birth came out of the streets of London. 
In addition to the theme of Appearance vs. Reality, the relationship of Pip and Estella also points 
to a salient theme in the works of Dickens:  Class Stratification.  The theme of social class is central to 
Great Expectations as it acts as extends into the other themes such as the Appearance theme.  Pip's angst 
over being "common," as Estella has labeled him, is his driving force to become a gentleman and entertain 
the "great expectations" of having bettered himself sufficiently so that he will become worthy of 
Estella.  But, of course the class structure is a false one in Great Expectations, thus paralleling the 
Appearance vs. Reality theme, as Pip later learns; rather, it is what one is as a person that is truly of 
value.  Estella, for all her beauty and daintiness is but common in her heart; she is incapable of noble 
thoughts and acts while Joe, the humble blacksmith is truly a good and noble man. 
Q4. How are the issues of race and imperialism woven into the narrative of the Heart of Darkness?  
Ans. Both race (or even racism) and imperialism are treated as the common attitudes of white people at 
the time the book takes place.  This book is set on the river Thames around the turn of the 20th 
century.  Generally speaking, the Europeans aboard the ship (as well as most other Europeans at this 
time) are largely ignorant of the lives of the natives they encounter traveling.  Because these natives look 
so very different, the general attitude is that they are sub-human - closer to animals than they are to 
humans.  This is evidenced by the repeated referrals of black people as "niggers," "cannibals," "criminals," 
and "savages." 
Kurtz's treatise, called the "International Society for the Suppression of Savage Customs" is yet further 
evidence of the elitist attitude carried by white men at this time.  It is one thing to merely refer to those 
peoples in passing as less than human - here is a man (and the characters who support his thinking) who 
genuinely believes they are harmful to civilized society, so he plans to educate others to fear them. 
Marlow is one of the few characters whose thoughts pose an opposition to the general attitude of 
indifference if not blatant disrespect.  He is often reflecting with sympathy on different situations in 
which groups of black men are seen working or enslaved.  His thoughts rarely drive him to action and 
even his actions (like sharing the buscuit with the man on his ship) are as slight as his sympathy - but it is 
clear the author presents this opposing viewpoint to remind the audience of the humanity of a group of 
people who are viewed and mostly treated, like animals. 
Q5. How does Muriel Spark handle time in The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie? 
Ans. In The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie, by Sparks, time is manipulated in order to demonstrate how Brodie's 
grand plans turn out.  In other words, rather than writing the work in strict chronological order, Sparks 
intersperses the present and future to see how Brodie's molding of her young set works out.  
The story is told in chronological order covering the period from the fall of 1930 to the summer of 1939, 
yet at certain points the story suddenly leaps into the distant future, revealing important information 
that, in a more traditional story structure, would be withheld until it occurs in chronological order. In this 
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way, the present of the novel is seen in contrast to the future, through the lens of retrospect it is reframed 
and can be reinterpreted. One example of how this technique works is in the several passages which 
show the students’ later assessment of Miss Brodie: Mary Macgregor, at twenty-three and recently 
dropped by a boyfriend, looks back on her school years as her happiest time. Eunice tells her husband of 
twenty years that she intends on their return to Edinburgh to lay flowers on the grave of Miss Brodie 
because she was “full of culture.” And Sandy, who betrays Miss Brodie and thus contributes to her being 
forced to resign, later admits that her career in psychology and success as an author results from the 
impression Miss Brodie made on her. 
Perhaps the unconventional use of chronology in the novel reflects Brodie's unconventional use of her 
students for her own fulfillment and political purposes, though probably not--the novel's structure works 
better than Brodie's teaching methods and unconventional ideas.   
 




