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1. The poem ‘Mending Wall’ seeks to project a close link with nature. Discuss.       20    

2. Discuss Hemingway’s art of storytelling with reference to ‘A Clean Well-lighted Place’.

       20 

3. “Colour Consciousness is a constant presence in Tony Morrison’s The Bluest Eye”.

Discuss.       20 

4. What is the role of the river in Huckleberry Finn?    20 

5. Discuss Arther Miller’s idea of dramatic form with particular reference to Death of a

Salesman.      20 



 
 

MEG-6: AMERICAN LITERATURE 
 
Q1. The poem ‘Mending Wall’ seeks to project a close link with nature. Discuss.   
Ans. Robert Frost was born in California where his father, a journalist with political 
aspirations and a dissatisfied northeasterner, had moved. He was an occasionally 
violent man and developed in Frost a lifelong wariness towards destructive impulses. 
His mother was Scottish and wrote poetry. Through her Frost became acquainted with 
the Romantic poets as well as New England poets like Emerson. She also introduced 
him to organized Christian religion. Frost's father died in 1885, the family returned to 
New England, and Frost finished high school from Lawrence, Massachusetts, (studying 
classics) as the class valedictorian. Three years later he married his classmate and fellow 
valedictorian, Eleanor White. Frost studied for a short time at Dartmouth College, 
taught in schools, and then enrolled as a special student at Harvard (1897-1899) where 
he was influenced by William James and George Santayana. He took courses in English, 
philosophy and the classics. From Harvard he entered a completely different world. His 
grandfather had left him a farm in New Hampshire and Frost, his wife and his four 
children endured years of hardship there. While he was struggling with depression and 
thoughts of suicide Frost was also composing poetry and establishing a close link with 
nature.  
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Q2. Discuss Hemingway’s art of storytelling with reference to ‘A Clean Well-lighted 
Place’.  
Ans. “A Clean, Well-Lighted Place” is one of the best examples of Hemingway’s 
distinctive style: objective point of view; short, active declarative sentences; frequent 
repetition of key words; heavy reliance on dialogue in which the characters speak in 
short, clipped sentences or fragments, an impressionistic representation of everyday 
speech: “This is a clean and pleasant café. It is well lighted. The light is very good and 
also, now, there are shadows of the leaves.” 
In A Moveable Feast (1964), Hemingway identifies one of the key elements of his 
technique as recognizing that what is left out of a story is just as important as what is 
included, as when Nick Adams’s recent return from the chaos of war is not directly 
mentioned in “Big Two-Hearted River” (1925). This approach can be seen in “A Clean, 
Well-Lighted Place” in which there is no overt reference to the disappointments the 
young waiter will certainly experience, the nights he will not be so eager to run home to 
his loving wife, there is no explanation of why the old man attempts suicide, no 
evidence of what has specifically taught the older waiter about nada. Considerable 
dramatic tension, as well as universality, is created by revealing so little about the 
characters and the time and place. 
A corollary to this technique is that everything in the story must be there for a reason. A 
brief reference early in the story to a soldier and girl, apparently a prostitute, passing by 
the café is significant to illustrate the younger waiter’s concern only with the practical, 
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the immediate: “He had better get off the street now. The guard will get him.” The older 
waiter’s view is more worldly: “What does it matter if he gets what he’s after?” As the 
couple pass, “The street light shone on the brass number on his collar.” By ignoring the 
rules, the soldier has captured a moment in the light. Ironically, he is similar to the 
young waiter so restless to join his wife in bed. Such economic, perfectly controlled 
storytelling is the epitome of Hemingway’s style at its best. 
 
Q3. “Colour Consciousness is a constant presence in Tony Morrison’s The Bluest 
Eye”. Discuss.  
Ans.
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Q4. What is the role of the river in Huckleberry Finn?  
Ans. The Mississippi river seems to control the form of the story. In Mark Twain’s The 
adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Huck’s adventure is affected by the river in three parts; 
These parts are before the river, on the river and after the river. Huck’s adventure is 
steered by the river to show that, in any story, the beginning and end are undefined. 
Before the river, Huck and all of his friends are introduced, and he is in civilization, 
which Huck despises. Eventually, Huck his to escape. Huck eventually gets to the river, 
when his real adventure begins. Huck meets Jim on the island where he is hiding for the 
time being. This is when the river seems to start to influence them. They both decide to go 
on the raft, and travel down the river, unknowing of what could happen. T.S. Eliot says 
“What we call its headwaters is only a selection from among the innumerable sources 
which flow together to compose it” (154.) This beginning of the story starts in the middle, 
which reflects the river; One does not see the beginning of the river, only all of its sources 
moving together. Huck’s story is just like this. The story also develops and progresses 
while on the river. Huck and Jim continue on the river as it guides them and forms the 
story. The river “cannot tolerate any design, to a story which is its story, that might 
interfere with its nce. Things must merely happen, here and there, to the people who live 
along its shores or commit themselves to its current” (154). The river surely seems to do 
this in Huck’s adventure, casting them into unsuspected adventures, introducing them to 
odd new people. Huck and Jim also come across problems that they need to figure out on 
the fly, problems that seemingly come from nowhere. The river also seems a sanctuary to 
Huck and Jim. These things are undefined especially because they seem random, or 
unpredictable. Of course, the river has these paths that it steers Huck and Jim on, and 
they accept them and go with the flow, no pun intended. Huck and Jim also finish the 
story with something that doesn’t seem to end their story- merely a continuation. A 
continuation, like the river always displays because “at the end it merely disappears 
among its deltas: it is no longer there, but it is still where it was, hundreds of miles to the 
North” (154). 
Q5. Discuss Arther Miller’s idea of dramatic form with particular reference to Death 
of a Salesman. 
Ans.The article that is frequently referenced when discussing Arthur Miller and his idea 
of dramatic form is Miller's 1949 essay for the New York Times, Tragedy and the 
Common Man. In this essay, Miller famously pens his thoughts on why the middle class 
working man (or woman, although Miller mainly talks about men) is America's tragic 
hero. (Arguably, this is no longer applicable, as the idea of the 'working man' has 
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changed throughout America's history.) Of all of his plays, Death of a Salesman most 
accurately takes the ideas from this essay and puts them on stage. 
Some of the most pertinent ideas from this essay are: 

• The tragic hero works against systemic forces. Miller writes about how the tragic hero 
tries his hardest, despite system-level forces working against him. In the Greek time, 
this was often created through the use of the state or gods working against the hero. 
However, in Miller's plays, it is often modernity and industrialization that works 
against the hero. Willy Loman works to support his family, but he is ultimately upset. 

• The fear of being displaced drives tragedy. Miller argues that the everyday man 
understands fear in American culture like the Greek heroes understood fear. Willy 
Loman is haunted by a fear that he often feels he cannot express publicly. 

•  Tragedy arises out of imbalance. The American Dream rests on a pursuit of happiness, 
but Miller's characters in Death of a Salesman find it extremely difficult to balance their 
lives. Miller foresees the shrinking of the middle class in his plays. 
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